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REPORT OK IVESTKRN GAS PLAlilT •BPJMKTON, WASHINGTON, 

On Ssptember 11, 1942 a trip \sas made to the Western Gas Company 
located at Bremeitott, V/ashlngtoa. l!his ccmpany had previsouly been eon-
victed by the Justice of the Peace Court in Bremerton for pollution. Mr. 
Cookiogham, the ovmer, agreed to take care ef ell xvastes from the gas piaat 
in a manBOi* which -would be satisfactory to the Fisheries Department. 

The -wastes from this plant consists of excess isashing and condenser 
water which contains peti'Dlium asphalt compounds. Probably the moat toxic 
substanoea found in these patrolium asphalt compouaas are phenols and 
cresoiB, These substances are absorbed to a certain extent by tha washiiig 
vjater and are thus carried to Puget Sound by vay of the city sewer. 

Tlie original method of disijosal vjas as follov/s:- All wastes, vjashiog 
vJatar aad condenser vJater, entered a baffled auiap 'juhere the oily uiaterlal 
rose to the surface and was pumped to storage tanlcs and held until sold. 
Most of the vsxmina and condenser water was pumped back and reused in the 
ecrubbera -while the surplus water was pumped to three barrels where the 
oil furthereaeperated. The effluent vjas then run to an o-fche-r box froia 
vftiich the -Eater was allowed to drain into a city sevjevj manhole. The oil 
layer iraa retained in the box and ram.oved from timt to time. 

Even though the above iDrecautione were taken it was found that the 
effluent entering the city sewer had a phenol content of 49.0 p,p.m. 

At the present tlms the method of disposal is aa follows:- "La plaoa 
of the three barrels a cooling tower has been ins-balled where the oily 
material is collected and at regular Intjravals reclaimed. From this 
tower the effluent paasas through a burlap filter, which must be frequently 
rei>laced, and then in to the box where the oil la further separated before 
the effluent drains into the city sewer. The phenol content of the affluent 
as it enters the city sewer on aepteinber 11, 194S vjaa 0.84 p.p.m. 

Wtien the plant luas first Inspected early in the aftarnoon the burlap 
filter was not in place. After visiting the office of the Western Gas 
Company end returning vdth Mr» Cookirojham, the burlap filter had been re­
placed and was in operation. 

Even though conditions have greatly iffiproved at the Western Gas Company, 
it is reeomenfled that an additional sijuap bo installed between the last settling 
box end the sewar. This sump can be 6a33.y constructed of dirt and would serve 
aa a safty device in case of a break through in the plant. 
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